Fact sheet Ashgrove to Enoggera
Pipeline Upgrade
What is a flood?
We can count on all types of rain - there’s wedding day rain, long
weekend rain, school holiday rain and just-polished-the-car rain.

FLOODS have always been a part of south East
Queensland’s climate

The only rain we can’t count on is rain when we need it, where we need and sometimes, we can’t count on it to stop falling.
A flood is when water covers land that is normally dry. Flooding can occur
in South East Queensland when rivers flood following heavy rainfall.
Flash flooding can occur from short bursts of rainfall, anywhere in South
East Queensland, even far away from rivers, creeks and streams.

What do i need to know about floods?
Dams can mitigate floods - but not prevent them
Flood mitigation is capturing water and then releasing it at a slower rate,
with the aim of minimising river levels downstream of the dam. All dams
mitigate floods to some extent, because some water is held back in the
dam while the dam is spilling.
Gated dams can mitigate flood impacts by controlling the release of
water. Care must be taken not to hold back too much water and cause the
dam itself to fail.
Dam can only help mitigate floods if rain falls upstream of the dam. If rain
falls below the dam wall, flooding can still occur in the rivers and creeks
below the dam.

When dams fill, they are
designed to pass the
excess water into the
creek or river system
they are built on.

Floods can cause water supply issues
More intense rainfall events means the water in our catchments might be
muddier and harder to treat - or not be able to be treated at all.
In 2013, ex-Tropical Cyclone Oswald affected the region and the Mount
Crosby water treatment plants could not treat the water in the Brisbane
River because it was too muddy.
It might seem strange that in a time when there is a lot of water around
that there could be problems with water supply, but that’s why we’re
planning to ahead to make sure we have the water we need, in all
weather.
bigger and more frequent floods are likely
We have to make sure our dams and water treatment plants can
withstand and recover from more extreme floods than we ever thought
possible. As some of our dams and water treatment plants were built
more than 100 years ago, this means we have to upgrade them.
Just as we plan ahead for droughts, we plan ahead for times when we
can count on it to rain... and rain.... and rain.

ALL dams
mitigate floods
to some
extent, as they
hold water and
release it at a
slower rate than would
otherwise happen if the
dam was not there.

