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WATER SECURITY STATUS REPORT  September 2026

Overall water security position Water Grid storage Water Grid operation

The Northern Pipeline Interconnector has been operating in a southerly flow direction
while the Southern Regional Water Pipeline has been operated in a northerly flow
direction.

Sea Surface Temperatures (SSTs) in September 2026 has been warmer than average around most of Australia's
west, south and south-east. SSTs to the north and north-east have cooled in recent weeks and are now more than
1°C below average in some areas.

If very dry conditions return (similar to the very dry year of 2019) storages could return to 70% by February 2027, Purified Recycled Water
and to a level of 60% by October 2027.
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In September, rainfall was below average across the region while Mean Maximum
Temperatures were above average. Water Grid Storage (WGS) level decreased by 1.9% in 40%
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of above average temperatures for October to December.

Baroon Pocket

Average residential consumption in September was 177 litres per person per day (LPD), an increase from the 174 LPD

Three off-grid communities are currently being monitored due to reduced source water. )
recorded in the same month last year.

Dayboro remains in Trigger 1 - Drought Readiness. Linville has entered Trigger 1 - Drought
Readiness levels on the 21st of September 2026. Canungra was briefly in drought pre-trigger
mode on the 22nd of September 2026, and is currently fluctuating around the pre-trigger
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Weather outlook
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