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SEQ Water Grid operations and overall water security position

The South East Queensland (SEQ) Water Grid storage is currently at
62.0%, and is down 6.2% compared to this time last year. Recent rainfall
in March and early April has increased levels in coastal storages, with
Baroon Pocket at full capacity and currently spilling; and North Pine
reaching its Reduced Full Supply Level of approximately 68%. The
region’s largest water storages, Somerset and Wivenhoe, have only
received minor inflows from recent rain, with the combined storage
level now at 50.2%. This is down 9.4% compared to this time last year.
Wivenhoe Dam accounts for over half of the Water Grid storage volume
and has not filled since May 2015.

Hinze Dam remains at full capacity and is spilling. Production at the
Molendinar and Mudgeeraba water treatment plants (both supplied by
Hinze Dam) continues to be prioritised to make use of the excess water.
The Gold Coast Desalination Plant also continues to supplement water
supply to the central region in order to reduce demand on the Wivenhoe
and Somerset storages.

End of month storage decline

Grid flow operations help to distribute water to where it is needed most
in SEQ. The Southern Regional Water Pipeline continues to operate in a
northerly direction, and is supported by the Gold Coast Desalination Plant.
In the month of March, the Northern Pipeline Interconnector operated in
a southerly direction.

The average residential water usage for March was 151 litres per person,
per day (LPD). This is lower than this time last year, and is close to the
region’s drought response target of 150 LPD.

Rainfall for May to July is likely to be below average for large areas of
northern and eastern mainland Australia, according to the Bureau of
Meteorology (BOM). May to July maximum temperatures are likely to be
warmer than average Australia wide. The El Nifio—Southern Oscillation is
neutral, as are most other climate drivers.
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